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1) Mamuka Khaduri tends to his beehives behind his cottage in Skra IDP settlement. Mamuka was forced from his home in South Ossetia by the August 2008 conflict between Russia and Georgia.

2) Mamuka tries his best to repair and sharpen a scythe blade. "It was a waste of money," says Mamuka of the equipment provided by the Georgian government. "If they were to give this money to us we would buy it on our own. Everything broke as soon as we touched it."

3) The three youngest Khaduri children look over the few family photos they have collected since they arrived in Skra in November of 2008. Mamuka particularly regrets the loss of photographs, which were left behind along with many of their possessions.

4) The settlement in Skra houses nearly 300 internally displaced persons (IDPs) from the August 2008 War about 30 minutes outside of Gori in central Georgia. The only transportation available to residents is a private mini-bus service that runs twice daily to and from Gori.

5) Mamuka's eldest daughter Natia, 14, enjoys a short moment of solitude with a magazine. The interior doors in the cottages of Skra were constructed with readily available glass inserts.

6) Scrap wood and collected sticks serve as part of a growing backyard vineyard. The residents of Skra were forced to abandon thriving farms last summer, just days before the harvest.

7) Mamuka extends a clenched yet friendly hand. "We are a small country... and for that you need to have a strong friend," says Mamuka of US-Georgian relations, "because there is no justice in the world."

8) Mamuka, father of four, plays with his youngest son, Yakov 4. "To have such a big family," says Mamuka of his children, "Takes a lot of responsibility and planning. You need a lot to provide for them."

9) Another sun sets on the Skra IDP settlement. More than a year has passed since its current residence were forced from their homes by the 2008 conflict in South Ossetia. These four-room cottages have no indoor plumbing, but many residents have found the land far more suitable for farming than with other settlements in Georgia.

10) It is easy for one to get lost among the endless rows of identical cottages in Tserovani, which is home to 6,300 IDPs. The settlement in Tserovani is the largest of the 36 settlements constructed throughout Georgia to house internally displaced persons (IDPs) from the August 2008 War.

11) Mzia Gigniashvili stands in front of her cottage in Tserovani. Despite soil plagued with clay and little water, Mzia has managed to produce a thriving garden, a rarity in the settlement.

12) Laminate flooring, electric heaters, and indoor plumbing set the cottages of Tserovani apart from many of the other settlements in Georgia. However, rampant unemployment and unproductive soil leave residents with little to fill their day.

13) Mzia delights in making coffee for her guests in the tiny kitchen of her cottage. Indoor gas and water distinguishes Tserovani from most settlements, but utility outages and failures are frequent.

14) Mzia is a converted Jehovah's Witness, while her son and his family are Georgian Orthodox Christians. Religion plays a central role in the lives of most Georgians, but the residents in Tserovani have had to make do without a nearby church.

15) Mzia's Daughter-in-law, Shorena Matchararashvili, poses with her daughter, Ana, at the front door of their cottage in Tserovani. Shorena's mother, Mtvarisa, in the background, makes regular visits to her daughter's home.
16) Shorena's son poses for the camera. Shorena and her husband, Shota, married shortly before the war and were able to transport the furniture they had received as a wedding present to their residence in Tserovani.
17) Shorena's husband, Shota Matchararashvili, owns a car and runs a small business selling produce in the settlement that he purchases in Tbilisi.
18) Private mini-bus services, or marshrutkas, provide the only transportation between Tserovani and nearby Tbilisi for those residents without their own cars.
19) Jamal Babsdidze shares his account of last year's conflict in South Ossetia. Like many IDPs, he has become accustomed to such border tensions, which have twice forced him from his home near Tskinvali.
20) Luiza Basishivil and Mania Khatchaparidze make bread in a traditional "tone" just outside their cottages in Tserovani. Mania is an ethnic Ossetian with a Georgian husband but is well loved by her neighbors in the settlement, who do not see the August 2008 war as an ethnic conflict.
21) Two brothers (who's faces have been obscured at their parents' request) share in a game of backgammon. Idleness is rampant in Tserovani, where there is little entertainment for children or employment for adults.
22) The exterior walls of Matsiko Gogidze's cottage had already begun to crack when she moved into the settlement in November 2008. Many concerns have been raised about the quality of construction that was rushed to completion before last winter.
23) For the past seventeen years the Bagebi Student Village of Tbilisi State University has been housing more IDPs than students. The residents of these buildings have been living here since they were forced form there homes in Abkhazia by the early 90s conflicts in Georgia.
24) The eleven-member Gogatishvili family lives on the gutted first floor of a dormitory building, in a shelter the grandfather constructed out of abandoned material.
25) Oniari Gogagitishvili with her grandson, Nikusha, in the main living space of their shelter. Nikusha was born with a malformed leg, which was operated on with money by a French donor.
26) Gocha Odisharia joins his neighbors, the Ciala and Oniari Gogagitishvili for coffee. Gocha and his family were forced from their home in Sukhumi when he was 14. Up until he was laid-off a year ago, Gocha was working as a lawyer for the Georgian Ministry of Refugees and Accommodations.
27) Guliko Gamsakurdia prepares lunch in her apartment in the Bagebi Student Village in Tbilisi. The apartment was completely exposed to the elements when Guliko moved in. A widow, Guliko, has done all the repairs herself with just a pair of pliers and a broken hammer.
28) A remodeling project of the Ingiri IDP Collective Center near Zugdidi has forced residents out of the building. Those who could afford rented apartments in the city, while a few families have been living in tents outside the building during the summer.

29) Sharia Mzisadari explains how the contractors continue to delay the remodeling project while she and her family lives in a nearby tent. The Ingiri Collective Center used to house forty-one people until it was closed down by a local NGO funded remodeling project.

30) Sharia holds on to a notice about a small business loan available from a Czech NGO. With no land to farm, and her husband unable to work after a recent heart attack, Sharia depends on assistance from the government and NGOs to survive.

31) The Heroes of Georgia monument in Tbilisi list the names of the Georgian servicemen who died in the Civil war of the early 1990s over the secessionist territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia.

32) Georgia marked the one-year anniversary of its conflict with Russia with a large gathering in Gori, one of the heaviest hit cities of the conflict. Tbilisi city buses were equipped with Georgian flags and shuttled residents to Gori for the day’s events.

33) Opposition protests against the Georgian President occurred in Tbilisi during the spring and early summer of 2009, marked by “cells” meant to symbolize the captivity of the Georgian people under the Saakashvili regime. Protesters maintained a 24-hour presence in their cells to prevent them from being removed by police.

34) A crowd gathers for a speech by opposition leader, Salome Zourabichvili. The Georgian opposition is composed of a variety of political parties, united only in their demand for Saakashvili's resignation and their criticism for his part in the August 2008 conflict.

35) A member of the opposition explains a petition against President Saakashvili. While the opposition maintains a presence in Georgia, the months-long protest in Tbilisi ended in July.
36) A Georgian youth waves his nation’s flag on the anniversary of the August 2008 conflict.
