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I must first admit that my age, twenty-one, offers a distinct limitation to my work experience, but must also stress that youthful enthusiasm and the fresh perspective provided by the next generation of Digital Era photojournalism should not be overlooked. From 2006 to 2009 I studied photojournalism and international relations at Ohio University. I have worked as a staff photographer for The Print in Fallston, MD and The Post in Athens, OH. I was awarded the Mark of Excellence by the Society of Professional Journalists in April 2007 for my work for The Post. I was also awarded a Provost Undergraduate Research and Creativity Grant in 2007 by Ohio University to perfect my process of creating three-dimensional photographic sculptures utilizing life casting and liquid emulsion techniques. During the summer of 2009 I lived in Georgia for three months, collecting material for a multimedia documentary about the IDP crisis. I returned to Georgia on October 10, 2009 with the intent of staying for at least a year to continue my work on IDPs. I am currently working as a freelance photographer in Tbilisi.


While I consider myself a photographer at heart, I am truly motivated by the possibilities offered by multimedia journalism. With newspaper and magazine readership falling rapidly, it is certainly a challenging time to begin a career in journalism. However, I believe the new methods of communication offered by the Internet Age stand to surpass the printed page, not only in quantity, as it has most certainly already done, but in quality as well. The ability to produce and distribute presentations on the internet that incorporate text, photographs, video, audio, and informational graphics into one seamless and interactive package goes far beyond a magazine or newspaper. Modern journalism may require photographers to simultaneously take on the role of videographer, reporter, editor, and even publisher. But one journalist, no matter how overworked and underpaid, can now have an enormous impact on the final product, which is in my humble opinion, is nothing more than the information conveyed to and understood by the audience.

My passion for multimedia journalism, particularly that of an interactive and engaging variety, has led me to pursue my own knowledge base in regards to digital production and distribution. I am equally comfortable behind either a video or still camera, and well versed in editing and post-production of still, video, and audio. I have taught myself a variety of web programming, including html, java, php, and flash. My current website, a constant work in progress, was built single-handedly from the ground up. It is now in its third complete redesign, and I am currently perfecting version four to include more flash content for increased interactivity and content variety.

In short, I am a young and aspiring photojournalist who believes that journalism should not simply report, but engage. As a visual journalist, I am passionate about using a variety of material to invoke the same sense of passion in my audience. In keeping with the requests of this proposal I have not included any additional material, but I would gladly make any video or multimedia content available to the Aftermath Project upon request, and my website will continue to be updated with new material.
